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Question
How widespread are body-object colexifications across languages
and what are the causes for the emerging patterns?
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How can we use existing lexical resources to extract full and partial
colexifications in order to study their distribution and network
structure?



Aim systematically investigate shared names
between body parts and objects across
languages

complementing the analysis with partial
colexifications

first large-scale study that examines the
patterns and causes of full colexification
between body and object concepts
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Method & Material
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Compute full and
partial colexifications

Select Lexibank
datasets

(Tjuka 2023; List et al. 2022, Lexibank)



Colexification types
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Finding full colexifications
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Finding partial colexifications



Results
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tree + skin = BARK

(List et al. 2022, Lexibank)



Full colexification
network

(Tjuka 2023, under review)



Partial colexification
network
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Summary



Summary

The creation of directed networks is
facilitated by the newly developed method
in List (2023).

Most body-object colexifications are
language-specific and only a few occur in
widespread patterns.

Networks with full body-object
colexifications are sparse and do not show
all possible relations between body and
object concept.
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